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...to the latest edition of the Recycling
& Zero Waste newsletter for San
Diego Unified teachers, staff, students,
parents, and volunteers! 

This newsletter is designed to provide
information and updates to the
SDUSD community regarding waste
diversion, recycling, composting,
funding opportunities, environmental
education resources, and other
relevant information.
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Check out the resources and
information in this newsletter to give
you ideas and inspiration!
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Questions? Contact Janet Whited,
jwhited@sandi.net

https://www.sdusdsustainability.com/


This year the Endangered Species Act turns 50! Biodiversity is critically important.
Each species, no matter how small, has an important role to play in its larger
ecosystem. The upcoming Endangered Species Day on May 19th is a good avenue
for bringing the topic into the classroom.

MAY ISMAY IS  
BIODIVERSITY MONTHBIODIVERSITY MONTH

CELEBRATE ENDANGERED
SPECIES DAY- MAY 19TH!

Endangered Species Chalk Art Event!
In honor of Endangered Species Day, consider
joining in the nationwide, all-ages chalk art
competition that anyone can participate in,
from wherever you live. This event aims to
raise awareness of the importance of
endangered wildlife. There are a variety of
prizes!

The competition will take place from Friday,
May 19th, 2023 to Sunday, May 21st. 

 

MORE INFO 
HERE

https://www.endangered.org/campaigns/endangered-species-day/#:~:text=Endangered%20Species%20Day%202023%3A%20May%2019th
https://www.endangered.org/endangered-species-chalk-art-event/
https://www.endangered.org/endangered-species-chalk-art-event/
https://esa50.org/
https://www.endangered.org/campaigns/endangered-species-day/#:~:text=Endangered%20Species%20Day%202023%3A%20May%2019th
https://www.endangered.org/endangered-species-chalk-art-event/


Celebrate biodiversity this month with these video discussions and
resources in honor of International Day for Biological Diversity:

MAY ISMAY IS  
BIODIVERSITY MONTHBIODIVERSITY MONTH

CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL
DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL

DIVERSITY -  MAY 22ND!

NatGeo Kids:
13 Ways to

Save the
Earth from
Declining

Biodiversity

Learn about food’s impact on nature
and then test your knowledge with
World Wildlife Fund's Biodiversity

course on Kahoot!

The  Global
Movement
to Restore 
Nature's 

Biodiversityt

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-global-movement-to-restore-nature-s-biodiversity
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/can-we-build-a-perfect-forest-jean-francois-bastin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPzpdwE2ic4
https://create.kahoot.it/profiles/2574cc61-8958-4833-a84b-8e1bbdb09382
https://www.unep.org/events/un-day/international-day-biological-diversity-2023
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/nature/save-the-earth/article/13-ways-to-save-the-earth-from-declining-biodiversity
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/nature/save-the-earth/article/13-ways-to-save-the-earth-from-declining-biodiversity
https://create.kahoot.it/profiles/2574cc61-8958-4833-a84b-8e1bbdb09382


Resources for Schools

California's Department of Resources Recycling & Recovery (CalRecycle) has
updated information on recycling, a new mascot, Turner the turtle, and
resources on how to recycle smart at schools and at home.  

CALIFORNIA'S NEW RECYCLECALIFORNIA'S NEW RECYCLE
SMART CAMPAIGNSMART CAMPAIGN

Resources for Homes

Check out this cool
on-line guide from
NatGeo Kids' (UK) for
their top tips on
becoming an eco-
hero.

BE AN ECO-
HERO

https://irecyclesmart.com/tools-for-schools/
https://irecyclesmart.com/tools-for-schools/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/nature/how-to-save-the-planet/
https://irecyclesmart.com/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/nature/how-to-save-the-planet/


International Compost Awareness Week's goal is to increase the diversion of
organics from the waste stream through awareness of and participation in
composting.  This year’s theme is "For Healthier Soil, Healthier Food…Compost!"

Learn more HERE.

INTERNATIONAL COMPOSTINTERNATIONAL COMPOST
AWARENESS WEEKAWARENESS WEEK

MAY 7-13

California Academy of Sciences Lesson
Compost: A Scientific Investigation
(3rd-7th)

In this two-part inquiry-based activity,
students will practice using the
scientific process while learning about
decomposition, exploring how some
types of garbage will decompose while
others will not.  Lesson HERE.

K-2nd Students! Learn about
composting in this short video!

https://www.compostfoundation.org/ICAW/ICAW-Home
https://www.calacademy.org/educators/lesson-plans/compost-a-scientific-investigation
https://link.calacademy.org/lnk/Aa4AAGUzZu4AAcpj0WoAAMFt5qcAAYCsOxoAnCi7ABMt8wBj6kSvnxtxC0vYRxKegfNDoov3swATIFI/9/qPGSjU1ruQvTwmHpNqAD4w/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FsYWNhZGVteS5vcmcvZWR1Y2F0b3JzL2xlc3Nvbi1wbGFucy9jb21wb3N0LWEtc2NpZW50aWZpYy1pbnZlc3RpZ2F0aW9uP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1lZHVjYXRvcl9lbmV3c18yMDIzMDIxMyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9TWFpbGpldA
https://www.calacademy.org/educators/lesson-plans/compost-a-scientific-investigation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHYzRaepeMw


END OF YEAREND OF YEAR  
LOCKER CLEAN-OUTLOCKER CLEAN-OUT  
& SUPPLY EXCHANGE& SUPPLY EXCHANGE

Host a Green Locker Clean-Out!
Re-use, Recycle, and Donate! Check out these
Green Locker Clean-out guides for ideas to reduce
waste at the end of the school year.

Locker Clean-Out Guide from Seven Generations
Ahead (Illinois) 

StopWaste.org’s Locker Leftover Guide  

TEACHERS:  

Don't forget to make preparations
to reuse, repurpose, and recycle
unwanted items at the end of the
year! Offer reusable items to other
teachers at your school, post them
on the District's Classified Ads and
Supply Exchange (District access
only) , or donate them to local
thrift stores or non-profits. 

 Click HERE for the flier.

https://sevengenerationsahead.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Green-Locker-Clean-Out-Guide-rev-June-2021-1.pdf
https://www.stopwaste.org/resource/locker-leftover-guide
https://staff.sandiegounified.org/news___info/classified_ads_supply_exchange
https://staff.sandiegounified.org/news___info/classified_ads_supply_exchange
https://www.sdusdsustainability.com/_files/ugd/486c25_5ad99932ccc74e61bc36aa8ec5f1435a.pdf


Formal and informal educators can apply for funds for projects in
the areas of marein debris, habitat conservation and restoration,
carbon footprint reduction, and carbon sequestration. Projects
"must make a substantive, measurable impact on an
environmental issue related to the educator's community." 
Deadline:  JUN 4, 2023

NOAA Planet Stewards Funding Opportunity

ecoTech Grants
The Captain Planet Foundation (CPF) is offering grants to support
inquiry-based projects in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) fields that leverage technology or use
nature-based designs to address environmental problems in local
communities. Ideal projects are youth-led, project-based, and
integrate technology to address an environmental problem
Applications are accepted: Through July 15

One Earth Collective invites students from 3rd grade through age
25 to submit their short environmental films to the Young
Filmmakers Contest.  Deadline: JUN 25, 2023

Young Filmmakers Contest

GRANTS/CONTESTS/GRANTS/CONTESTS/
  

CHALLENGES/AWARDSCHALLENGES/AWARDS

Awards are offered that support the areas of caring for people,
food, communities, and planet. Supported programs or projects
include educational initiatives that foster character, leadership
development, academic excellence, and community involvement in
underserved youth; and environmental education.
 Deadline: JUN 1, 2023

Chick-Fil-A True Inspiration Awards

https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/planet-stewards/psep-supporting.html
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/planet-stewards/psep-supporting.html
https://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/contest-details
https://captainplanetfoundation.org/resources/grants/ecotech/
https://captainplanetfoundation.org/resources/grants/ecotech/
https://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/contest-details
https://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/contest-details
https://www.chick-fil-a.com/true-inspiration-awards


More Info

Living Schoolyards Act lecture series
May 10th & May 25th - Join Green Schoolyards America
for their webinar series to learn more about the Living
Schoolyards Act. These webinars highlight the benefits of
living schoolyards and their impact on children and the
community.

More Info

NatGeo Explorer Classroom – May and June events
 
Join Explorer Classroom — a live interactive session that
connects young people with National Geographic
Explorers — to hear behind-the-scenes stories and
interact with cutting-edge scientists, researchers, and
more!

All events are free and include an instructional guide to
help learners get the most out of the experience.

Live Events for ages 4-8:  Mondays at 8am PT
Live Events for ages 9-14: Thursdays at 7am & 11am PT

MobilizeGreen 2023 Youth Conservation Program
Applications for the 2023 Youth Conservation Program
are open! Individuals between the ages of 15-18 are
invited to apply for this amazing opportunity.
Participants will learn about forest preservation along
with beautification,, invasive species removal, and trail
building. Participants will also receive a weekly stipend
of $350. To apply, click HERE.

MORE OPPORTUNITIESMORE OPPORTUNITIES  
& RESOURCES& RESOURCES

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/tickets/explorer-classroom/?page=2
https://www.greenschoolyards.org/lsa-lecture-series
https://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/
https://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/
https://www.greenschoolyards.org/lsa-lecture-series
https://www.greenschoolyards.org/lsa-lecture-series
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/tickets/explorer-classroom/?page=2
https://www.mobilizegreen.org/become-a-ycc-crew-member
https://www.mobilizegreen.org/become-a-ycc-crew-member
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ctdz7jbCyW3cadktBKPzT9X7J4aZRHdnlKbVBTHEUYfP4TBOVC9_MAB62iL_kxhVLyA_ZQZfvAHIToju1oW2U8CjPvtYvIb9HyhSgPRME-C2khVeiVi7dFUgOzV9RBR92yfppy4622P58o0qQ9c1c4RTy_SE5zP2zdB6-_FBz3Ntg_K8mZUTwQ==&c=ZJQa9H9If7EEsUhl55b5HTm_LZjAlNU2W7lyMHK0EpFnsoP0gOZaRA==&ch=hUiNow_kIU6BhIsPYLVVPSlWB784uk7VfM4EvYjMJkf73gC3TEiLJg==


Grades of Green provides a pathway of programs to empower
and inspire students of all ages and backgrounds to become
environmental leaders of the future. Every program is FREE for
teachers, students, and parents.

Learn how to be a healthy, equitable, and sustainable
school!  Check out GreenPrint from the Green Schools
National Network.

The City's Environmental Services Department has short
videos on "What happens at a landfill?" and "What happens
to recyclables?"  Check them out! 

How can you easily teach about what can be recycled and
how to avoid contaminating recycling bins?  Check out these
videos and resources for inspiration.

Green Strides offers numerous links to environmental and
sustainability themed resources.  Search for curriculum,
program, toolkit, videos and more!

TEACHING ABOUTTEACHING ABOUT  
WASTE & RECYCLINGWASTE & RECYCLING

The American Museum of Natural History's Ology website has
lots of information and resources for students and educators
on topics like Biodiversity, Climate Change, Earth, Water, &
more!

https://gradesofgreen.org/grades-of-green-programs/
https://gradesofgreen.org/grades-of-green-programs/
https://greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org/greenprint/
https://greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org/greenprint/
https://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services
https://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmLhY7f8WxQ
https://youtu.be/4JfwTLhWxlQ
https://www.pepsicorecycling.com/
https://resources.pepsicorecycling.com/resources/teach-students-about-recycling-contamination-with-this-video/
https://greenstrides.org/
https://greenstrides.org/resources
https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology
https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology


MAY 2023 
Walk, Bike & Roll to School Day
Endangered Species Day
SANDAG Bike Anywhere Day
World Bee Day
International Day for Biological Diversity
World Turtle Day
SDUSD celebrates Memorial Day

3rd
19th
18th

20th
22nd
23rd
29th

 JUNE  2023
National Trails Day
World Oceans Day
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!
Juneteenth
World Rainforest Day

3rd
8th

14th
19th

22nd
 
 

DATES TO CELEBRATEDATES TO CELEBRATE

Have  a 
Happy Summer!
Congratulations to all 

SDUSD graduates!  

https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/
https://www.endangered.org/campaigns/endangered-species-day/#:~:text=Endangered%20Species%20Day%202023%3A%20May%2019th
https://www.sandag.org/projects-and-programs/regional-initiatives/sustainable-transportation-services/bike-month
https://www.fao.org/world-bee-day/en/
https://www.unep.org/events/un-day/international-day-biological-diversity-2023
https://www.worldturtleday.org/#:~:text=The%20day%20was%20created%20as,of%20all%20animals%2C%20including%20reptiles.
https://americanhiking.org/national-trails-day/
https://worldoceanday.org/
https://www.almanac.com/juneteenth
https://www.worldrainforestday.org/


ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATIONENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION  
RESOURCESRESOURCES

The California Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) is a part of a statewide
effort to foster environmental literacy among California K-12 students. They provide
educators with a free standards-based curriculum that teaches history and science
through an environmental Lens.

California EEI

Flipside Science is a youth-powered series that tackles complex environmental topics
and empowers viewers to make a difference.

California Academy of Sciences: Flipside Science

CAELI works statewide to create systems change in support of environmental literacy
with a focus on access, equity, and cultural relevance for all students.

Check out the ideas and articles for tips, strategies, and resources for incorporating
sustainability topics in K-12 curriculum.

NEEF is full of resources for educators, including: 

Explore the world with the Nature Conservancy’s Virtual Field Trips. Designed for ages 9-
15, but customizable for all ages, these videos allow students to travel the world and
explore natural environments without leaving their home or classroom. Each field trip
contains a video, teacher guide, and student activities that have a special focus on
making the connection between what students see on the screen and taking action in
their own cities and towns. 

California Environmental Literacy Initiative (CAELI)

Green Schools National Network

National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF)

The Nature Conservancy

Environmental Education Resources

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/sc/ee/
https://www.calacademy.org/educators/flipside-science
https://ca-eli.org/resources-for-teachers/
https://greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org/12-articles-to-help-you-incorporate-sustainability-topics-into-your-curriculum-this-school-year/
https://www.neefusa.org/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/who-we-are/how-we-work/youth-engagement/nature-lab/virtual-field-trips/
https://www.neefusa.org/education/resources


Check out Food & Nutrition Services webpage for videos, curricula, books, and links to
help bring nutrition education to your classroom!

Sign up to receive the San Diego Unified Food & Nutrition Newsletter

Download printable recycling signs that can be attached to recycling and trash bins or
posted on the wall. 

DISTRICT RESOURCESDISTRICT RESOURCES

This helpful guide includes great information and resources about bringing composting
programs to your school. Additional resources include:

Composting at San Diego Unified Schools - Best Practices

Free Mulch Flier
Cafe to Compost Flier
Compost Sign

Nutrition Education Resources - San Diego Unified

Recycling Signage & Resources

SDUSD Recycling Program / Janet Whited, Recycling Specialist / jwhited@sandi.net

https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1773478/1744013.339158157/
https://www.sdusdsustainability.com/resources
https://www.sdusdsustainability.com/_files/ugd/486c25_f5920bdf4af941d48224cce2fbdabf40.pdf
https://www.sdusdsustainability.com/_files/ugd/486c25_d6b0ee4b39ac4b1b8f9a0ad54cdea513.pdf
https://www.sdusdsustainability.com/_files/ugd/486c25_72120c7a80e840d3a43a98ceaacd6d0e.pdf
https://www.sdusdsustainability.com/_files/ugd/486c25_db497f8585cc454aabe928ee89fbd636.pdf
https://www.sandiegounified.org/departments/food_and_nutrition_services/nutrition_education_resources

